Postoperative echocardiographic study of patients following valvulotomy for critical valvular aortic stenosis.
Authors report on long term follow up of 12 patients operated with critical valvular aortic stenosis. They could perform control echocardiography in 11 patients 4-83 (mean 29) months after valvulotomy. The size and function of the left ventricle was found to be satisfactory, with elevated ejection fraction. The cause of the significant pressure gradient between the left ventricle and the aorta is discussed emphasizing the importance of echocardiography in determining the optimal time for valve replacement or homograft implantation.